Expanding the concept of patient care: analysis of postmortem policies in California hospitals.
Postmortem care is a component of every clinical specialty in nursing. Yet little systematic study of evidence-based practice has been done on postmortem care. This study analyzed the postmortem policies in some California hospitals in order to describe the current practice. Results showed hospital polices focus primarily on the "must and shalls" of legal procedures and physical preparation of the body. Additional areas of focus are suggested for consideration.